Sociology 2501

Sociology of the Family: Social Construction of the Family

Mon & Wed 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

RB 2047
Dr. Rachel Ariss (first term)


Prof. Laurie Forbes (second term)
RB 2043   tel: 343-8792



UC 0034
tel: 343-8966 

email: rachel.ariss@lakeheadu.ca

email: laurie.forbes@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours: Mon: 2:30 - 3:30
 

Office Hours: Thurs 9:30 - 12:30


Tues: 1 - 2
Course Description:  This course will consider the diversity of family forms, social issues and families, and how “the family” is socially constructed, especially by the media, the state and the law. We will consider different sociological approaches to studying families.

Required Materials: 

Nancy Mandell and Ann Duffy, eds. Canadian Families: diversity, conflict and change     3rd edition, Thomson-Nelson: 2005  (Mandell and Duffy)
Bonnie Fox, ed. Family Patterns, Gender Relations, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press, 2001 (Fox)
Sociology 2501, Course Supplement, 2005-06  (Supp)
Evaluation:  


1st term:




2nd term:

Short-Answer Quiz:
15%


Participation:             6%

Essay Question:
35%


Research Project:    22%           

Final Examination:   22 %
KEEP A COPY OF ALL ASSIGNMENTS!

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is when you copy word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author. If you are using one or more sentences written by someone else in your assignments, you must put quotes around them and provide a full citation to the author. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

See “IX Academic Dishonesty”, Lakehead University Calendar 05/06.
Assignment Details:

First Term:

Short-Answer Quiz - Weds, Oct. 12
The quiz will consist of 8 short-answer questions on the theoretical concepts we cover during the first 6 weeks of class.

Library Research Seminar - Research seminars (journal indexes, other sources) will be conducted specifically for this class on…..If you attend, you will receive a 1% bonus mark.
Essay Question - due Weds. Nov. 30
A choice of essay questions, designed to cover first term materials will be handed out on October 31st. You must refer to class readings in order to answer the questions. Some additional research will be required. Your essay must be 10 - 12 pages long. Further details will be provided when questions are handed out.
Second Term:
Participation - Your participation mark will be calculated throughout the second semester. Every student is expected to attend classes regularly and be actively involved in the learning process.

Research Project - The purpose of your research project is to critically analyse three articles and then compare and contrast the articles. For your research project you will choose one of the readings from Family Patterns Gender Relations that has not been covered in the first or second semester. You will then choose two additional articles that are directly related to the reading  you have chosen from Family Patterns Gender Relations. Your additional two articles will come from two different sources in the popular media. For example you could find a newspaper and a magazine article. Once you have critically assessed your three sources you will make some notation on the sources as either complimentary or totally at odds with each other. You will attach a copy of the two articles you have chosen from the popular media. The project is due     

March 8, 2006, and is to be handed in during class. Your paper is to be 8 to 10 pages double-spaced with a 12 font. Late papers will be penalized at a loss of 5 marks per day. 

Examination - Your final examination will be written during the examination period scheduled by the registrar. Only material covered during the second semester will be tested.
Class Readings Schedule:

September 12 and 14 - Conceptualizing Families I

Mon: Introduction to class 

Wed: chs. 1, 2 and 9 Fox
September 19 and 21 - Conceptualizing Families II

Mon: ch. 3 Fox, ch. 1 Mandell and Duffy pp. 3 -14 

Weds: ch. 11 Fox, ch. 1 Mandell and Duffy pp. 14 to end 

September 26 and 28 - Forming Families I: Intimacy and Childbirth

Mon: ch. 5 Mandell and Duffy 

Wed: chs. 14 and 19 Fox
October 3 and 5 - Forming Families II: Marriage, Same-Sex Marriage and Cohabitation

Mon: United Nations, “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”, etc. Supp and Reference re: Same-Sex Marriage, Supp
Weds: Bibby, “Dating, Sexuality and Cohabitation” Supp
October 10 (no class - Thanksgiving) and Oct. 12 - QUIZ

October 17 and 19 - Challenging ‘Family Values’: Diversity

Mon: Marlene Castellano, “Aboriginal Family Trends: Extended Families, Nuclear Families, Families of the Heart” Supp
Wed: ch. 7 Mandell and Duffy AND ch. 28 Fox 

October 24 and 26 - Film: Secrets and Lies and discussion

October 31 Essay Question Handed Out and November 2 - Forming Families III: Adoption and New Reproductive Technologies

Mon: Jane Zirinsky-Wyatt, “The Prize: Disability, Parenthood and Adoption”, Supp
Wed:
Johnson v. Calvert, Supp 

November 7 and 9 - Social Construction of Motherhood

Mon: Lorna Turnbull, “Being Mothers; The Legal Characterization of Motherwork”, Supp 
Weds: ch. 10 Mandell and Duffy 

November 14 and 16 - Social Construction of Fatherhood and Families and Work

Mon: Ota Mutsumi, “Dad Takes Child-care Leave”, Supp
Weds: ch. 12 Mandell and Duffy, ch. 15 Fox 

November 21 and 23 - Families and Work: Childcare and the State

Mon: ch. 32 Fox 
Weds: ch. 33 Fox
November 28 and 30 - Essay Question Due Nov. 30
Mon: ch. 29, Fox
Weds: paper due

Second Term
 January 4 -   Welcome back and a very Happy New Year.



We will begin the semester by reintroducing ourselves and addressing any questions and concerns you may have. Since this is the first class of the winter semester there will be no readings assigned. Come prepared to discuss celebrations in relation to families.




January 9 -    How the past has influenced the present - Family Histories 


Reading - Mandell and Duffy - Chapter 2

January 11 -  Family Histories continued.



Film - First Winter



Reading - Fox - Chapters 5 and 6     

January 16 -   Family Histories continued. - Childhood Through the Ages 



Bring a fairy tale.


January 18 -   Family Histories continued.



Bring in an article on family life in the 1950s.



Clip from Ozzie and Harriett




January 23 -  Government policy and its affect on families - Family Lives of Native Peoples, Immigrants, and Visible Minorities 



Reading - Mandell and Duffy - Chapter 4

January 25 -   Family Lives of Native Peoples, Immigrants, and Visible Minorities 

            continued.



Reading - Fox - Chapter 23 

January 30 -   Family Lives of Native Peoples, Immigrants, and Visible Minorities 

            continued.



Reading - Fox - Chapters 26 


February 1 -   Is home a safe haven? - Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue  
Reading - Mandell and Duffy - Chapter 6


February 6 -   Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue continued.



Reading - Fox - Chapter 30

February 8 -   Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue continued.



Film - The Burning Bed 


No reading assigned.


February 13 - Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue continued.



Bring in a newspaper article on domestic violence.
February 15 - When marriages break-up - Divorce: Options Available, Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken



Reading - Mandell and Duffy - Chapter 8
February 20 -  Reading Break!
February 22 - Reading Break! 


February 27 - Divorce: Options Available, Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken 



continued.



Reading - Fox 31

March 1 -       Divorce: Options Available, Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken 



continued.



Film - Kraemer versus Kraemer



No reading assigned.

March 6 -       Divorce: Options Available, Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken 



continued

